
What does “feed-through” protection mean?

Feed-through protection means the GFCI protects both 
the receptacle itself and outlets connected to the LOAD 
terminals downstream on the same circuit. If a ground 
fault occurs anywhere on the protected portion of the 
circuit, the GFCI will trip and interrupt power.

Do all PlugTail GFCIs provide feed-through 
protection?

No. Feed-through protection is available only when the 
device is used with a 5-wire PlugTail connector that 
includes LOAD conductors. When a 3-wire PlugTail 
connector (line only) is used, the GFCI provides 
protection only for the receptacle itself, with no 
downstream feed-through protection. Not all PlugTail 
GFCIs are compatible with 5-wire connectors.

If I already have Legrand’s existing 3-wire 
PlugTail connectors, can I still use them with the 
feed-through GFCI receptacles?

Yes, Legrand’s existing 3-wire PlugTail connectors are 
compatible with the feed-through GFCI receptacles, in 
addition to the 5-wire feed-through PlugTail connectors.

PLUGTAIL® GFCI  
WITH FEED-THROUGH
What You Should Know FAQs

If the GFCI trips, will 
downstream outlets lose power?

Yes. When the GFCI trips, it interrupts 
power to the device and any outlets 
connected to the LOAD side of the 
GFCI. Power is restored by correcting 
the fault and pressing the RESET 
button.



Does installing a PlugTail GFCI require 
rewiring my existing circuit?

In most cases, no. PlugTail devices connect to a 
pre-installed PlugTail wiring connector, allowing the 
receptacle to be replaced without removing line/
load conductors from the box. For replacements, the 
process simply involves unplugging the old device 
and plugging in the new one.

How does PlugTail GFCI improve 
maintenance efficiency compared to 
traditional GFCIs?

Traditional GFCIs require reconnecting the line and 
load conductors during replacement. With PlugTail, 
the wiring connectors remain in the box and the 
device simply plugs in, allowing replacement in 
seconds and reducing exposure to live conductors.

Where are PlugTail GFCIs with feed-through 
typically used?

Common applications include kitchens, bathrooms, 
break rooms, laundry areas, healthcare facilities, 
educational spaces and other locations where 
ground fault protection is required or recommended.

©2026 Legrand. All Rights Reserved. PC4140 05/26

Electrical Wiring Systems
60 Woodlawn Street

West Hartford, CT  06110
1.877.BY.LEGRAND (295.3472)

www.legrand.us

NOTE: GFCI protection requirements are 
defined by the National Electrical Code® 
(NEC®) and applicable local electrical codes.  
Always consult current codes and standards to 
determine where GFCI protection is required.

3-wire Plugtail 
connector for use 
on our full range of 
Plugtail commercial 
receptacles

5-wire feed-through 
Plugtail connector 
for use on select 
GFCI Plugtail 
receptacles


